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this book offers in depth insights on the struggles implementing the rule of law in nineteenth century ceylon introduced into
the colonies by the british as their greatest gift the book argues that resistance can be understood as a form of negotiation
to lessen oppressive colonial conditions and that the cumulative impact caused continual adjustments to the criminal justice

system weighing it down and distorting it the tactical use of rule of law is explored within the three bureaucracies the police
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the courts and the prisons policing was often governed at a distance due to fiscal constraints and economic priorities and
the enforcement of law was often delegated to underpaid ceylonese spaces of resistance opened up as ceylon was largely
left to manage its own affairs villagers minor officials as well as senior british government officials alternately used or
subverted the rule of law to achieve their own goals in the courts the imported system lacked political legitimacy and
consequently the ceylonese undermined it by embracing it with false cases and information in the interests of achieving
justice as they saw it in the prisons administrators developed numerous biopolitical techniques and medical experiments in
order to punish prisoners bodies to their absolute lawful limit this limit was one which prison officials prisoners and doctors
negotiated continuously over the decades the book argues that the struggles around rule of law can best be understood
not in terms of a dualism of bureaucrats versus the public but rather as a set of shifting alliances across permeable
bureaucratic boundaries it offers innovative perspectives comparing the ceylonese experiences to those of britain and india
and where appropriate to other european colonies this book will appeal to those interested in law history postcolonial

studies cultural studies cultural and political geography

while the importance of writing has often been recognized the role of books and especially that of libraries has just as often
been slighted knowledge once generated has to be communicated preserved and accessible books in their varying formats
from clay tablets to scrolls and manuscripts to pixels have been instrumental in spreading knowledge although relatively
little attention has been given to the story of books themselves a social history of books and libraries from cuneiform to
bytes traces the roles of books and libraries throughout recorded history and explores their social and cultural importance

within differing societies and changing times it presents the history of books from clay tablets to e books and the history of
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libraries whether built of bricks or bytes following an introduction that sets the theoretical basis for the historical importance

of books and libraries chapters alternate between the history of the book and the history of libraries included within the

chapters are short excursions on some particular development such as book emblems or cataloging case studies are given

as thematic illustrations of libraries everywhere patrick m valentine argues that social and cultural forces have been more

influential in determining the nature and status of information books and libraries than has technology but a social history of

books and libraries is far from a jeremiad against technology rather it presents history within the subtle yet shifting context

of time and place although written primarily for librarians and library students it will also be of interest to a wider audience

of scholars and those interested in books libraries and cultural history
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